
MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL STUDENT COMPUTER REQUIREMENT

ULS Middle and Upper School students are required to supply their own portable computers for classwork. Here are a few
considerations to keep in mind as you decide which device will provide your student(s) with the best educational experience.

Primary Device Types*

UPPER SCHOOL
● Required:

o Microsoft Windows-based notebook
computer

o MAC OS-based Macbook
● Not Recommended: Chrome OS-based

Chromebook**

MIDDLE SCHOOL
● Required:

o Microsoft Windows-based notebook
computer

o MAC OS-based Macbook
o Chrome OS-based Chromebook**

● Not Permitted: Smartphones and tablets are not allowed as a primary computer device

As you consider your best computer option, ULS offers the following guidance:
o Coursework is provided via Google G Suite for Education, including Gmail, Drive, Classroom, etc.
o A no-cost, cloud-based Microsoft Office 365 subscription is an option for students 13 years and older with a

valid ULS student email account, as permitted by Microsoft.
o Please avoid optional 3G/4G wireless connections as these connections circumvent ULS campus web filters.
o On Technology Guidance Day in August, the ULS Technology Staff offers additional guidance regarding your

particular device.

Damage and Repair/Replacement Policy
As with any personal property, appropriate use and care of a student's computer rests solely with the student. Damage,
repair, and/or replacement is also the student’s responsibility. A number of options exist to provide coverage for your
student’s computer.
● When buying a new computer, consider including the vendor’s maintenance contract with accidental damage protection.
● You may also choose to purchase coverage from a third-party insurance company specializing in computer coverage.
● Your homeowner’s insurance may include coverage for personal electronics and computers. Please consult your current

policy or contact your insurance carrier for details and clarification.

ULS personnel are not responsible for student laptop diagnostics, repair, or replacement. In the event a student’s computer is
missing or damaged, ULS maintains a limited set of older notebook computers for use as temporary replacements. Loaner
assignments are made on a first-come, first-served basis and for a limited duration (generally for one or two weeks).

* Primary devices are the required computing devices used for accessing schoolwork, completing assignments, running specialized
software for specific classes, and other coursework. These devices are required to come to school charged and ready to use daily.
** Chromebooks have been designed for seamless integration with Google web-based apps and are most effective for single-user,
dedicated use. Chromebooks can be substantially lower in cost than traditional notebook computers, but there are several design and
functionality aspects to consider, which can differ considerably by manufacturer and model:

o Limited on-device data storage - user doesn’t generally save data locally, but rather saves to the cloud.
o USB support - may provide optional peripheral drive/device connections.
o No optical drive [CD/DVD/Blu-Ray], but media access from Internet providers.
o No on-device applications, only cloud-based apps, like Google G Suite for Education, for instance.
o Optional touch screen user interface.


